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	To  |
	GI Section Members

	From  |
	Bruce D. Walley, MD – SVP, Forsyth Medical Center
Joanne Allen, President – Kernersville Medical Center

	Date  |
	July 12, 2011

	Re  |
	Consulting Status


The bylaws of the Medical Staff state that members with “CONSULTING STATUS”  can not “attend” to patients in the hospital. As the Medical Executive Committee (MEC) interprets this, the “CONSULTING STATUS” can not attend patients who are undergoing outpatient procedures.  Patients undergoing outpatient procedures may need to be admitted to the hospital after the procedure and the “CONSULTING STATUS” does not have privileges to admit patients.  Accordingly, the MEC is requesting that the physicians that plan to do procedures at Kernersville Medical Center change their status to either COURTESY or ACTIVE.  This would allow the physician to admit and attend to the patients on the rare occasion that this is needed.  The MEC feels that it is in the best interest of the patient for the physician doing the procedure to be actively involved in the care of the patient.  The physician may request the NICS physicians to admit the patient but it would be expected that the physician that performed the procedure would continue to consult on the patient during their hospitalization. With COURTESY STATUS the physician will still not be required to take call for unattached patients. 
If the physician performs more than 52 procedures a year at KMC they would need to become active members of the staff there.  As per the “Beier Rule”, they still would not be required to take call for unattached patients until they performed more than 50% of their procedures there. I will attend the GI section meeting at FMC to clarify any questions you may have about this request.
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