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	To  |
	All Surgeons

	From  |
	Bruce D. Walley, MD – SVP, Medical Staff Services
Sharon Gallup, BSN - Senior Director Surgical Services

	Date  |
	July 13, 2011

	Re  |
	Amendment to H & P Update Record Memo of 6/27/11


In 2008, the Joint Commission mandated that an updated history and physical be documented on patients that were about to undergo procedures.  The original history and physical may be completed anytime within the previous 30 days, but the updated history and physical form must be signed just prior to the procedure. In the recent past, the Joint Commission has been asking physicians if they actually did a limited exam to review the PERTINENT findings on the physical exam.  For example, if the patient had an abdominal mass, was the mass still present?  The “new” updated history and physical form is meant to comply with this mandate from the Joint Commission.  The form clarifies that the patient’s pertinent physical findings were reconfirmed.

In the past, the updated history and physical form had to be completed before starting the procedure.  This allowed the form to be signed in the operating room sometimes after the patient was under general anesthesia and already prepped and draped.  Obviously, it is not possible to be certain that there have been no changes in the “pertinent” findings if the patient is draped. For this reason, we will need to have this form signed before the patient is placed under anesthesia and before the operative site is draped.  

We apologize for any additional inconvenience this may create for the operating surgeon, but this is a mandate that will be required and reviewed for compliance by CMS.  Your cooperation in managing this change will be greatly appreciated. If you have any questions, please contact our office in Medical Staff Services or Sharon Gallup.

Thank you.
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